
How To Do Business 
with California

State Government

SUBCONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES
 - Cahill Contractors
 - Swinerton Builders



Chad Wright
Business Outreach Liaison

Office of Small Business and DVBE Services 
California Department of General Services

(279) 240-6611
Chad.Wright@dgs.ca.gov



Introduction to SB/DVBE Program
Certification Eligibility
Certification Benefits
Cal eProcure
Advocates
Emergency Registry
Commercially Useful Function

Overview





2023-24 Fiscal Year



Small Business (SB)

Small Business for the Purpose 
of Public Works (SB-PW)

Disabled Veteran Business 
Enterprise (DVBE)

State Certifications



5% bid preference for SBs

Up to 5% incentive for DVBEs

Exclusive contract opportunities

Prompt Payment

Reciprocity Partners

Working with prime contractors

SB/DVBE Advocates

Certification Benefits



Independently owned and operated

Not dominant in field of operation

Principal office located in California

Owners (or officers for a corporation) 
domiciled in California

100 or fewer employees

Gross Annual Receipts (GARs) less 
than $18 million (with affiliates)

*If a manufacturer, no GARs cap

Small Business Eligibility Requirements



Same as SB requirements except…

200 or fewer employees

Gross Annual Receipts (GARs) 
less than $43 million (with affiliates)

Small Business – 
Public Works Eligibility 
Requirements



Get one certification, not both

Same benefits

SB-PW is only for public works

SB is for everything, 
including public works

SB and SB-PW



At least 10% service disabled

Be at least 51% owned by disabled 
veterans (100% for LLCs)

Veteran owner(s) must reside 
in California

Managed and operated by 
disabled veterans

Headquarters in US

DVBE Eligibility 
Requirements







Register your business (10 min)

Apply for Certification (1.5hr)

Find solicitations and contracts
Receive solicitation notifications
Appear in searches by state 
buyers

Post ads seeking prime or 
subcontracting
Access public procurement 
information
Get training and resources
No cost

Cal eProcure







Voluntary

No contracting preference

Ethnicity, Race, gender, sexual orientation

Change or remove any time

Displayed on certification profile

www.dgs.ca.gov/PD-Supplier-Diversity-
Program 

Supplier Diversity Information
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Describe goods and services

Allows buyers to find businesses

Can edit at any time

Keywords and UNSPSCs



Describe a good or service, 
such as concrete, environmental, or legal 

Buyers can find your business through 
keyword searches

You pick the keywords

Keywords



“United Nations Standard Products and 
Services Code”
Eight-digit number
Identifies a good or service not an industry
Used for Cal eProcure system notifications

UNSPSC



UNSPSC - Examples
Hierarchy Code Description
Level 1 14000000 Paper Materials and products

Level 2 14110000 Paper materials and products –  
Paper products

Level 3 14111500 Paper materials and products – 
Paper products – Business use print & 
writing paper

Level 4 14111507 Paper materials and products – 
Paper products – Business use printing & 
writing paper – printer or copier paper





California State Contracts Register (CSCR)

Publicly advertised competitive bid solicitations 

Bid Solicitations are available to 
qualifying businesses

Find Contract Opportunities













Registration



State Contract and Procurement 
Registration System (SCPRS)

Research Past Purchases



Database of state purchasing

Includes state and non-state dollars

Public-facing

Use to conduct market research

SCPRS













State employee

Work in purchasing/procurement

Manager, analyst, etc.

Required for departments that 
spend at least $100,000/year

SB/DVBE Advocates



Roles and Responsibilities

Help certified business contract with 
their department

Assist businesses with prompt payment

Help buyers use certified businesses

Seek out new certified businesses

SB/DVBE Advocates



Business information to have
Your Contact Information 
(name, company name, etc.)
Certification ID number      
What you do
Capability Statement

Contact an Advocate













Separate from Cal eProcure

List of state certified businesses

Used by state department buyers

Predetermined categories of 
goods and services

Businesses must be ready for 
emergency contract work

SB/DVBE Emergency 
Registry



Emergency Registry Categories

Base camp operations

Debris removal

Facilities maintenance/repair

Fire protection

Information technology

Logistics/Transportation

Medical

Roadway maintenance

Traffic control

And more!









You perform CUF if your business is:
Executing a distinct element of the contract
Performing, managing, or supervising the work
Performing work that is normal for the firm’s 
business services and functions
Negotiating price, determining quality and 
quantity, ordering, installing and making payment
Not subcontracting a portion of the work greater 
than expected by industry practices

Commercially Useful Function (CUF)



Being used as a passthrough to obtain the 
appearance of SB/DVBE participation

Not being used to perform the work as 
stipulated in the bid

No longer used to provide goods/services 
listed in the initial bid response

Commercially Useful Function





Small Business Development Centers (new businesses)
Business consulting, planning, marketing and access to capital

Apex Accelerators (established businesses)
Government contracting

SCORE (newer businesses)
Business mentorship

Resources



• Introduction to state contracting
• Cal eProcure registration and 

certification
• Update Cal eProcure profiles
• Find contract opportunities

Schedule a Consultation



View a list of upcoming events to attend

More Educational Opportunities



Follow us at linkedin.com/company/dgs-osds

Stay Updated on LinkedIn



Thank You 
for Participating



Chad Wright
Business Outreach Liaison

Office of Small Business and DVBE Services 
California Department of General Services

(279) 240-6611
Chad.Wright@dgs.ca.gov



1979 Mission Senior  
Phase 1 (JV Guzman)
Construction Start: 
December 2025 
San Francisco

The Eliza
Construction Start: 
December 2025
Oakland

34th & San Pablo
Construction Start: 
February 2026
Oakland

Berryessa
Construction Start: 
March 2026
San Jose





DOING BUSINESS 
WITH SWINERTON



PREQUAL

• Any Subcontractor working for Swinerton, or 
interested in working for Swinerton, must be 
prequalified in order to be awarded a contract.

• Prequal application is submitted online
• Supporting documents submitted via electronic 

upload
• New Subcontractors: Use link on our website to 

access application
• Renewing Subcontractors: Email 

subcontractorprequal@swinerton.com for a 
unique link and password

• All subcontractors must renew annually to keep 
prequalification status active

mailto:subcontractorprequal@swinerton.com


PREQUAL

FINANCIAL
Income Statement, Balance Sheet, Line of Credit Letter

CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE
California

INSURANCE
General Liability, Worker’s Compensation

Form W-9

BONDING
Letter of Bondability

SAFETY
EMR, OSHA Forms

CERTIFICATIONS – LBE, SBE, MBE, WBE, DVBE, etc.



• Master Subcontractor Agreement (MSA) 
Streamlines & Simplifies process of getting 
to Contract, Easier and Faster via Work 
Order (WO)

• One MSA, Eligible for All Swinerton Projects 
and In All Regions / States, through Multiple 
Work Orders

• MSA Good for 5 years
• Sample MSA & WO + Attachments: 

https://swinerton.com/subcontractors/subc
ontract-sample-agreements/ 

MSA
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96

Insurance
• This project is under a Contractor Controlled Insurance Program (CCIP) 
• Contractor’s prompt submittal of enrollment documents, payrolls, certificates of 

insurance and other required documents/ information is essential
• Insurance enrollment must be completed within 10 days of Notice of Award



WEBSITE www.swinerton.com 

http://www.swinerton.com/






OPPORTUNITIES 



MISSION BAY 
BLOCK 4E

PROJECTED START: Q3 2026

MARKET: AFFORDABLE HOUSING, 

MULTIFAMILY

BID DATE: MAY/JUNE 2025 

Architects: Y.A. Studio & Perry Architects



1939 MARKET ST.

PROJECTED START: Q3 2025

MARKET: AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING, MULTIFAMILY

BID DATE: Q3 2025

Rendering: Paulett Taggart Architects & Y.A. 
Studio



DOING BUSINESS WITH





SFO WAYFINDING

PROJECTED START: OCTOBER 2025

MARKET: AVIATION, PUBLIC SAFETY, 

TENANT IMPROVEMENT

BID DATE: TBD

Rendering: LMS Architects



BART POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS 

PROJECTED START: Q3 2025

MARKET: CIVIC, PUBLIC 

SAFETY, DESIGN–BUILD  

BID DATE: TBD

Rendering: Gensler & SKA 



NORTHEASTERN
UNIVERSITY  

RENOVATION PROJECTS

PROJECTED START: TBD

MARKET: SEISMIC, HISTORIC 

RENOVATION, STUDENT HOUSING  

BID DATE: TBD



KAISER PERMANENTE  
WALNUT CREEK AHU 

REPLACEMENT 

PROJECTED START: 

MARKET: HEALTHCARE, 

BID DATE: JUNE 2025



KAISER PERMANENTE 
EAOS 

(OFFICE PROJECTS)

PROJECTED START: TBD

MARKET: OFFICE,                               

TENANT IMPROVEMENT 

BID DATE: TBD



ONGOING 
SPECIAL PROJECTS

PROJECTED START: NOW

MARKET: TENANT IMPROVEMENT, 

SEISMIC RETROFIT, ETC. 

BID DATE: ONGOING



Q&A
MICK PENN

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Swinerton

MPenn@swinerton.com 

www.swinerton.com



THANK YOU!
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